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Canada could ‘scuttle’ Kyoto: 
Suzuki Foundation
Climate scientists 
urge federal 
government 
not to toss 
Kyoto protocol
By Jen St. DeniS
c
anada could derail international 
climate change negotiations if it 
pulls out of the Kyoto Protocol, 
according to the David Suzuki 
Foundation.
It was reported Sunday that Canada 
would pull out of the Kyoto Protocol at 
the end of December. However, Envi-
ronment Minister Peter Kent would not 
confirm or deny the reports. Countries 
are meeting now in Durban, South Af-
rica to try to come to an agreement on 
cutting emissions. 
“It’s been very clear from the devel-
oping countries, especially […] India, 
South Africa, Brazil and China, that the 
negotiations have to include the Kyoto 
Protocol,” said Dale Marshall, an ana-
lyst at the David Suzuki Foundation. “It 
doesn’t bode well for an international 
agreement that has all countries mov-
ing in the same direction to tackle cli-
mate change.
“For Canada to pull out, basically it 
has a real chance of scuttling any prog-
ress that could be made short-term 
with respect to these negotiations,” 
said Marshall.
Most developing countries and the 
European Union support the Kyoto Pro-
tocol, said Matt Horne, climate policy 
director at the Pembina Institute. 
“Although bigger countries and big-
ger sources of emissions [than Canada] 
are always going to be important [in 
negotiations], Canada playing a non-
constructive role has impact,” said 
Horne.
Kent has called the Kyoto Protocol 
outdated. Canada has not met its Kyoto 
emissions targets for the period be-
tween 2008 to 2012, which called for an-
nual emissions to fall six per cent below 
1990 emissions levels. Instead, they 
have risen 17 per cent.
“The science is pretty settled. We 
know that the climate is sensitive to 
C02 levels,” said Philip Austin, an earth 
and ocean sciences professor at the 
University of British Columbia, “so 
pulling out of Kyoto and doing nothing 
is really just an invitation to create a 
huge experiment.”
But Hadi Dowlatabadi, a professor in 
sustainable development at UBC, said 
that Canada’s participation in the cli-
mate change agreement was problem-
atic from the start because the United 
States, the largest emitter of green-
house gas emissions and Canada’s larg-
est trading partner, did not ratify the 
agreement in 1997.
“What the Harper government is do-
ing now is putting that right and then 
they’ll just trot on behind their bigger 
brother,” said Dowlatabadi, “and what-
ever the big brother decides to do, the 
Harper government will decide to do.” 
The Conservative government an-
nounced Monday that they would be 
investing $600 million over five years to 
renew the Clean Air Regulatory Agen-
da. According to a government press 
release, the money will be used to 
“align greenhouse gas regulations with 
the United States where appropriate.”
 photo courtesy flickr creative commons, Gerard Van der Leun
With climate talks continuing at an international conference in South Africa, questions swirl about Canada abandoning Kyoto.
“For 
Canada to 
pull out, 
basically it 
has a real 
chance of 
scuttling 
any 
progress 
that could 
be made 
DALe MARSHALL, 
spokesman for 
the David Suzuki 
Foundation
By LynDA CHAppLe 
Langara students will have to act fast if they need their January U-Passes over the holidays.
The passes will be available during a 
four-day window Dec. 19-22, when the 
college closes for holidays until Jan. 3.
That means out-of-town students re-
turning after Christmas will likely be 
without a valid pass until they get back 
to the school.
Raymond Yeung, Langara’s U-Pass 
and transportation coordinator, said 
the pick-up dates are the same every 
month, and the college didn’t want to 
change them just for December. 
“If [students] don’t want to lose use 
on the first, second and third of Janu-
ary they need to come by December 22 
to pick up their passes,” said Yeung. 
But students aren’t happy. 
“It is kind of annoying. I start work 
through the holidays and my last exam 
is the 13th, now I have to come back 
sometime in that window,” said Whit-
ney Brennan, a second-year arts and 
science transfer student. “It is kind of 
inconvenient for people.”
Brennan would have preferred the 
cards were available earlier than Dec. 
19, as they are in every other month.
 “The pick-up 
dates in Decem-
ber are there 
and available but 
may require stu-
dents to plan 
ahead,” says 
Yeung.
If students are 
under a crunch 
to get the card, 
there are three 
dispensers they 
can turn to on 
campus; the li-
brary, the book-
store and the 
Students’ Union 
Building.
The bookstore 
or the library 
dispensers may 
be best the best 
option as the 
Langara SUB 
closes Dec. 21.
The January 
U-Passes are 
available from 
Dec. 19 until Jan. 
16.
Robertson calls out province on housing
Students 
frustrated by 
tight window 
for U-Pass 
renewal
Transit users going home 
for the holidays may have 
difficulty getting their 
January passes
By DAnieL pALMeR
Mayor Gregor Robertson said the B.C. government is not acting fast enough to carry its share of 
funding for critical homeless shelters 
this winter.
Robertson made the remarks yester-
day after holding a joint press confer-
ence with B.C. Housing Minister Rich 
Coleman at the McLaren Housing Soci-
ety. Coleman and Robertson were on 
hand to announce the construction of a 
supportive housing project for individ-
uals who are HIV-positive.
“At this point, we don’t have a com-
mitment of any funding for the winter 
shelters,” said Robertson. 
Robertson said the city has no means 
of funding the shelters without provin-
cial help.
“We’re still hopeful and talking to 
the premier about this as well because 
it’s a critical need for the city. We had 
that capacity the last two winters. The 
housing is coming, but it’s not coming 
fast enough,” Robertson said.
Coleman was not available to com-
ment on Robertson’s remarks.
 There are currently 1,106 year-
round shelter spaces in Vancouver and 
44 seasonal spaces. For the past two 
years, the province had funded an ad-
ditional 160 seasonal spaces through 
the winter, but that funding is not be-
ing offered this year.
“The city provides the buildings, and 
we’re happy to do that,” Robertson 
said, “The operating costs are the re-
sponsibility of the province. That is 
their jurisdiction.” 
BC Housing has noted that addition-
al funding is being allocated to Ex-
treme Weather Response shelters, 
which are opened when the tempera-
ture is cold enough to cause death.
But City of Vancouver housing advo-
cate Judy Graves called the extreme 
weather response shelters a Band-Aid 
fix to the housing crisis.
“The extreme weather strategy is 
not sustainable for more than a few 
days,” Graves told TheVoice by email.  
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Robertson calls for faster funding.
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Surrey MLA to try welfare
$610 per month
$375	for rent
$7	 left to spend  
 per day
132,828	
	 people on  
 welfare in  
 B.C. in 2010
WELFARE
breakdown
Jagrup Brar will live on $610 for a month, impel gov’t to raise rate
By MATT HYNDMAN
A 
Surrey MLA will live on $610 in 
January to draw attention to 
the struggles of people surviv-
ing on welfare.
Responding to a challenge from wel-
fare advocacy group Raise the Rates, 
MLA for Surrey-Fleetwood Jagrup 
Brar will attempt to live within the cur-
rent B.C. monthly assisted living rate.
“I’ve decided to accept the welfare 
challenge to experience firsthand what 
life is like for 180,000 B.C. families who 
live on welfare,” Brar told reporters 
Monday at the Surrey Urban Mission. 
Raise the Rates wants to pressure 
the B.C. government to reduce poverty 
by raising welfare compensation.
Brar will spend the month in Surrey 
and Vancouver collecting bottles and 
possibly panhandling as he meets with 
people living in poverty to better un-
derstand their daily struggles.
 “We’re hoping that if people really 
understand how low welfare is they 
will help press our government to raise 
the rates and bring in a poverty reduc-
tion plan,” activist Jean Swanson said.
Brar is following in the footsteps of 
Emery Barnes, the former NDP MLA 
who spent time living in the Downtown 
Eastside in 1986. Barnes’ daughter is 
supporting Brar, and hopes the chal-
lenge will result in change she says 
never came from her father’s attempts.
“The sad thing is that 25 years later 
we’re having to go through this again,” 
she said. 
“Emery Barnes lived on $350 a 
month,” Brar said. “Today I will be 
challenged to find a place to live and 
survive on $610 per month.” 
Back in 1986, Barnes concluded that 
welfare for a single person should be 
$700, equivalent to about $1,250 today.
Brar and Swanson rejected the sug-
gestion that with the one-month chal-
lenge he would simply be a tourist in 
poor people’s lives. 
“I want to experience that life and 
listen to their stories and share them 
with the people of British Columbia,” 
Brar said.
“It won’t be the same as actually be-
ing on welfare,” Swanson said. “But 
hopefully it will draw attention.”
Vancouverites given a 
voice in viaduct makeover, 
but may not see changes 
for another 15 years
Viaduct
voting 
ends
“We don’t 
need the 
pomp and 
circum-
stance.
GEORGE AFFLECK
Newly elected city council-
lor George Affleck of Non-
Partisan Association is 
against swearing-in party
Ceremony wastes taxpayer dollars – NPA
JESSE WINTER photo
NPA city councillor for Vancouver George Affleck, pictured left, doesn’t want the city to throw an expensive swearing-in ceremony.
By SHAWN GILL
The best idea for Vancouver’s con-troversial viaducts — hanging gar-dens, a bike-and-pedestrian only 
zone or a swimming pool — will be re-
warded on Thursday. 
Designs were submitted for three 
categories. The top prize is $5,000.
The proposals in the city-run design 
competition include one imaginative 
proposal to tear down the viaducts and 
flood the underlying False Creek flats 
with water, harking back to their 1898 
appearance. 
The project would involve the con-
struction of 1,500 bridges to connect 
over 800 islands in the flood zone.
The award-winning proposal may or 
may not become a small part of the 
city’s official plan for the future of the 
viaducts and the underlying False 
Creek flats. 
But a report by city engineers said 
that closing the viaduct to automobile 
traffic wouldn’t be feasible for at least 
15 years.
City councillor Geoff Meggs, a pro-
ponent of overhauling the viaducts, in-
terprets this to mean that it could be 
done gradually over that period of 
time.
 “There’s never been any suggestion 
that we would simply disregard the 
traffic impact in tearing down the via-
ducts,” said Meggs. “Though the oppo-
nents try to phrase it that way.” 
The viaducts transport approxi-
mately 43,000 cars and trucks per day 
and are one of the city’s major trans-
port corridors. 
Skeptics, who value the efficiency of 
the viaducts as a transit corridor, say 
that the best thing to do with them is to 
just leave them alone. 
“It’s going to cost a lot of money [to 
tear down the viaducts]. They should 
leave it the way it is. They could put 
that money into a tax decrease,” said 
Mohammed Soleimani, a Langara arts 
and science student. 
“There’s increasing residential den-
sity in that area [...] so more park land 
would be nice,” said Langara business 
student Kevin McCrank, 37.
The viaducts were built in the 1960s 
to connect downtown Vancouver to the 
freeway system. The freeway was nev-
er built and today Vancouver is known 
as the only major North American city 
without a highway connecting directly 
to its downtown core. 
The viaducts run between B.C. Sta-
dium and Rogers Arena on the east 
side of downtown. They connect down-
town to the Strathcona neighbourhood 
to the east, passing over the northeast 
False Creek industrial lands. 
Photo from City of Vancouver website
A proposal for flooding False Creek.
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Jagrup Brar announced on Monday 
he will live on the B.C. welfare rate.
By LYNDA CHAppLE AND pATRICK 
JOHNSTON
Before they have even been sworn in, Vancouver city council officials are already butting heads – over 
where the ceremony should be held.
Rookie NPA city councillor George 
Affleck says the city’s plan to hold 
council’s swearing-in ceremony away 
from City Hall is a waste of taxpayers’ 
money.
“We don’t need the pomp and cir-
cumstance,” said Affleck. In a tweet 
Sunday night, Affleck questioned the 
need for “an expensive swearing in cer-
emony for me and my fellow council-
lors[.]”
“It is disappointing to see councillor-
elect Affleck trying to score political 
points just days after an election, but 
we look forward to working with him 
this term,” said Mayor Gregor Robert-
son in a statement released Monday.
In 2008, the ceremony was held a 
Sunset Community Centre with a Scot-
tish pipe band, Indian bhangra dancers 
and Asian dragons, at a cost of $85,000.
“If costs are coming down that’s go-
ing in the right direction,” said council 
newcomer Adriane Carr, also the depu-
ty leader of the Green Party of Canada.
Seattle and Vancouver both have a 
population of about 600,000. Seattle will 
spend roughly $2,000 on its ceremony 
for swearing in new councillors, ac-
cording to Seattle City Council commu-
nications manager Laura Stockard.
Carr would like Vancouver to  follow 
that example. “That would fit my val-
ues that things are kept simple and 
don’t cost a lot,” she said.
City of Calgary spokesperson Janet 
Crosby-Kerr said Calgary had their 
swearing in ceremony in council cham-
bers a week after the election, and a 
celebration that cost $20,000.
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Higher education = lower grades
By Devon MacKenzie
B
.C.’s first-year post secondary 
students are failing to perform to 
the same standards they did in 
high school, says a new study by 
the University of Saskatchewan.
The study, which was conducted over 
the last three years, saw the U of S ex-
amine 12,000 first year students from 
Alberta, B.C., Manitoba, Saskatchewan 
and Ontario.
The results showed that students 
from B.C.’s secondary schools as well 
as Manitoba, Saskatchewan and On-
tario, are experiencing a 19.6 percent-
age point decrease in their grade aver-
ages during their first year of post 
secondary studies. 
Comparitively, first year students 
from Alberta generally only faced a 6.4 
percentage point decrease in their 
grades during first-year.
Langara students agreed with the 
study.
“I would say I’ve noticed about a 10 
per cent drop in my grades,” said one 
first year student who didn’t want to be 
named.
Brad Pearce, a second year universi-
ty transfer student, who hopes to go 
into engineering, said that he hasn’t 
noticed a drop in his grades compared 
to high school, but worries he might 
once he transfers to university.
“I think [the workload] might be 
harder once I’m actually in my pro-
gram, so I might see a difference in my 
grades then,” Pearce said.
In an interview with the Montreal 
Gazette, Dan Seneker, manager of un-
dergraduate recruitment at U of S, sug-
gested that the gross deviation in the 
grades of first-year students from Al-
berta, compared to the other provinces 
examined, comes from grade inflation 
and the abolishment of standardized 
tests in some provinces.
The study confirmed what some uni-
versities were already acting on in 
their admissions departments – Alber-
ta students have it tougher than most 
others.
Already, Carleton University, St. 
Francis Xavier, Wilfrid Laurier Univer-
sity and the University of British Co-
lumbia have been adjusting their en-
trance requirements for students from 
Alberta, knowing that those students’ 
high school grades may not be as high 
as those coming from other provinces.
“An inequity had developed and we 
wanted to level the playing field,” said 
James Ridge, UBC’s registrar, in an in-
terview with The Gazette.
The Voice contacted Langara’s regis-
trar’s office as well as the registrar’s 
office at Douglas College, Simon Fraser 
University, UBC, and the Ministry of 
Education for further insight into 
grade inflation in B.C., but none were 
available for comment.
First-year post-secondary students fail to make the grades they did in high school: study
	 Arrange your sched-
ule to eliminate 
          distractions
	 Create flashcards 
with key words and 
phrases
	 Find a quiet place 
to open your books
	 Create practice 
tests and questions
Source: Study Guides and 
Strategies 
STUDY 
tips
By MoRna caSSiDY
Manufacturers promises of fuel-efficient vehicles are mislead-ing, according to a new study, 
but it doesn’t seem to bother new car 
buyers.  
A new survey completed last week 
by the Automobile Protection Agency, 
and the CBC, reveals green vehicles 
are not as fuel-efficient as manufactur-
ers purport them to be.  
The misrepresentation is due to the 
testing methods that don’t reflect real-
istic car use and only consider ideal 
conditions, says the APA. Factors such 
as tire pressure; weather and traffic 
variances are not integrated into the 
testing standards.  
However style and status, conve-
nience and ticket price matter more to 
several new car purchasers. 
“Fuel efficiency doesn’t factor into 
my decision to drive. It’s for conve-
nience.  I have to go to work after class-
es and the bus service from where I live 
is terrible,” said Mina Karima, who 
drives a 2006 Honda Civic, every day to 
Langara. “My mom bought this civic 
because we needed a car, the ticket 
price was right and it has a good repu-
tation.”
“I knew I wanted a Dodge.  I do a fair 
amount of driving and I want it to be a 
comfortable ride,” said Thomas Camp-
bell, a Langara business student.
Campbell travels back-and-forth to 
campus daily and drives to Port Co-
quitlam once a week to visit his girl-
friend. He fills his 2005 Dodge Dakota 
with medium grade gas about three 
times a month at $105 a fill-up. 
“I bought the car I wanted and the 
amount I spend on gas is just a fact of 
owning the car, it doesn’t bother me.”    
Fuel efficiency was a deciding factor 
to Scott Myers, marketing product ex-
pert for Nike Canada, when purchasing 
his last car. 
“I remember a VW radio ad a few 
years ago that claimed 900 km per tank 
and think I probably averaged a little 
less than that, but probably got 1,100 
km plus on a few occasions,” Myers 
said through Facebook.
 “Most of my driving is for work, I 
drive a lot so my car needs to be fun 
and peppy, I used to drive a Volkswa-
gen TDI, and just upgraded to the Audi, 
they are both great cars and I like that 
they are fuel efficient.”  
Kevin Kim, who drives a 2003 BMW 
openly admits, gas mileage was not a 
factor in his purchase.
“I knew going into it that it wasn’t a 
fuel efficient car.  That’s not what I was 
looking for.” 
Photos courtesy 
of flickr creative 
commons: Hobvias 
Sudeneighm and Erwin 
Karim 
New car owners 
don’t mind the 
high price of gas as 
long as they have a 
status vehicle.
Students care more about 
their vehicle’s reliability 
over its fuel efficiency “My mom 
bought 
this civic 
because 
we needed 
a car, the 
ticket price 
was right 
and it has 
a good 
reputation. 
Mina KaRiMa
Here at Langara students 
prefer to see the real thing 
when it comes to shopping
By JennifeR fonG
Cyber Monday may have been a hit in the U.S. yesterday, but Canadi-ans are slower to catch on to the 
trend.
A 2010 Nielsen report showed that 28 
per cent of Canadians had never 
shopped online, compared to 15 per 
cent of Americans.  
In the U.S., Cyber Monday sales 
topped $1 billion last year, with this 
year expected to reach $1.2 billion, ac-
cording to a report from the Los Ange-
les Times.  
But in Canadian consumer centres 
like Langara College, students say no 
way.
Several students said they don’t 
shop online because they don’t have 
credit cards.  The ones who do shop on-
line do so sparingly. 
“I like to try things on and know the 
size. I want to see it,” said business stu-
dent Patrick Hayes. 
Part of the reason online shopping 
isn’t as popular, according to Langara 
marketing instructor Deland Jessop, is 
that “We always tend to be behind in 
terms of innovation.” 
Since many companies are based in 
the U.S., companies “get more bang for 
their buck” marketing to more popu-
lated countries like their own.  “Califor-
nia is the same as Canada population 
wise,” he added.
Arts and science student Fiona Ham-
ilton is more open to online buying, but 
said “I would only [shop online] if I 
couldn’t find the item in store.”
Jessop said that he expects sales to 
increase in the future as Canadians 
have higher than average Internet us-
age when compared worldwide.
“Not in my crowd, but the younger 
generation,” said Jessop.  “It’s hard to 
teach people new tricks, so it would be 
a little more difficult to do the switch.”
Fine arts student Angela Luong does 
shop online, but not for Christmas 
gifts. “Sometimes you don’t know when 
they’ll come in,” she explained.
 Psychology student Marena Mar-
tens said she’s a “pro” online shopper. 
“I don’t like shopping,” Martens 
said. “I can’t stand spending more than 
two hours max at the mall.” 
New cars guzzling gas, Langara drivers don’t care
Few hits 
for cyber 
Monday
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Design formation student Nicole Mackenzie  sets up angel statues for the program’s new exhibit entitled Muse which opens Thursday. 
Join Alice and the rest of 
the mad gang as they find 
their way through Wonder-
land; all the while enjoy-
ing a cocktail and a great  
fine dining experience. 
By CARLY WIGNES
Think you can handle 17 dates in one night?Vancouverites are confident 
they can. An event downtown called 
Read Dating has proven to be so popu-
lar that its opening night has already 
been filled.
Hosted at the Vancouver Public Li-
brary, participants speed-date discuss-
ing their favourite book, movie or mu-
sic with other singles in what has come 
to be known as “read dating.”
“Nobody in Vancouver has done any-
thing quite like it before,” said librari-
an Paul Hayes.  
“We still have a few spots left to fill 
up,” he added, referring to this Thurs-
day’s event, which is geared specifical-
ly to members of the gay and lesbian 
community.
“We’re trying to do something with 
the library in aiming at a demographic 
that sometimes drops away from li-
brary services,” said Hayes. “This is a 
way of trying something a little bit dif-
ferent, a little bit fun and bringing peo-
ple back to the library.” 
Registrants, ages 19 to 35, each get a 
character’s name to use throughout 
the night as they rotate from one per-
son to another, said librarian Barbara 
Edwards. 
Dana Gandolfo has never tried speed 
dating before, but this new spin on it 
has piqued her interest. 
“I’d totally be up for it,” she said. “It’s 
sounds fun and it’s cool to know that 
everybody there is into reading.”
A number of libraries that have run 
the program in the U.S. find they have 
trouble getting enough men, regard-
less of whether it’s read dating for 
straight people or for gays and lesbi-
ans, said Hayes.
With only a few spots left for Dec. 1, 
the librarians are confident the event 
will fill up.
“We’ve had a very good response so 
far and we’re hoping to continue it on 
in the future as well,” said Edwards ex-
citedly. 
To join the fun make sure to reserve 
a spot by calling 604-331-3687 or go to 
the VPL’s website.
DANA GANDOLFO
Gandolfo thinks 
an event like 
Read Dating that 
caters to gays 
and lesbians who 
read is great. 
Read Dating offers a fresh 
take on speed dating that 
brings literature lovers of 
all stripes together at last.
Muse show to open Thursday
By CARLY WIGNES
I
t’s the Christmas season and giant 
angels have been popping up 
around Langara.
Two of the life-sized winged her-
alds adorn the breezeway along the 
LSU and another is hovering inside the 
design formation studio on the west 
side of A-building. 
The angels aren’t actually harkening 
Christmas, but are part of long-awaited 
design formation exhibit entitled Muse 
that opens this Thursday. 
The angels are “flying out to recruit 
more people” to the exhibit, according 
to design formation student Nicole 
Mackenzie.
The angels, created by Mackenzie 
and classmate Andrea Diaz, took ap-
proximately one month to complete.
They wear canvas tunics dry 
brushed in silver with silicone wings 
that span over two metres.
The bodies of the angels come from 
Arm and A Leg, a “mannequin for hire” 
business owned by design formation 
instructor Kevin Smith. 
“This whole exhibit is his vision,” 
said Mackenzie. 
She said her class learns about every 
aspect that goes into the creation of an 
exhibition from wall construction to 
marketing.
Inside the studio, students worked 
on a range of projects from costuming 
to building fake desserts. 
“There’s lots of glitter all over,” said 
Mackenzie. “Craft and detail every-
where.”
The event, an opportunity for stu-
dents to display their creativity, is free 
and runs for two weeks. The works of 
art within the exhibit are fabrications 
of what inspire the students, hence the 
name Muse. 
Students and instructors are excited 
to show off their hard work. 
“I can promise you, it’s nothing any-
one’s seen before,” said design student 
Marchel Eang.
Fall down 
Alice’s 
rabbit 
hole for 
dinner 
Book junkies gather to discuss literature and love
The design 
formation 
exhibit, 
Muse, will 
show stu-
dents’ cre-
ativity with 
many art 
works from 
costumes to 
desserts. 
By ALANNA HARDINGE-ROONEY
It started with small dinner parties in a private wine cellar  and evolved into pop-up dining events through-
out Vancouver.
 In collaboration with Vancouver’s 
finest chefs, actors and creative per-
sonalities, the Swallow Tail Supper 
Club offers a dining experience that’s 
unlike any other. 
This year, the supper club has 
teamed up with the In House Festival 
and Pastiche Restaurant, to host Down 
the Rabbit Hole, an Alice In Wonder-
land themed night of fine dining and 
theatre.
“We wanted to do a culinary-focused 
evening, with performance completely 
integrated into it,” said supper club 
chef Robin Kort. “Not like dinner the-
atre, more like you’re immersed in a 
world of food.”
Alice in Wonderland, with its Mock 
Turtle soup and shrinking potions, was 
ripe for culinary interpretation, ac-
cording to Kort.
Diners are given a $129 five-course 
meal made from local ingredients, in-
cluding cocktails.
 While guests enjoy their fine cui-
sine, puppeteers from Mind of Snail 
and actors Arielle Amara and Chris 
Ross provide the table-side entertain-
ment.
“We’re getting them to do little vi-
gnettes. They sit down at dinner with 
you, basically,” said Kort.
One of the reasons the supper club is 
so unique is that they keep the location 
of the dinner a secret until the week 
before the event. 
The long table seating of the pop-up 
dinners provide Vancouverites with a 
rare opportunity to get to interact with 
fellow restaurant goers. 
“In Vancouver, you don’t usually get 
to meet people a lot, especially if you go 
to a restaurant and are seated at sepa-
rate tables. So with this, it’s this weird 
experience, eating with people you’ve 
never met before, so it’s always inter-
esting that way.”
The soiree begins in the forest, 
where guests are met by the famous 
White Rabbit. They are then  escorted 
to an enchanting Arthur Erikson home 
for their meal.
“Vancouver is sort of boring archi-
tecturally I find, so it’s hard to find 
places that are totally different,” said 
Kort. “When I do find one, it is a novel-
ty.” 
Down the Rabbit Hole attracted the 
attention of Food TV host Bob Blumer, 
who has chosen to showcase the event 
on his program The World’s Weirdest 
Restaurants.
Kort said she isn’t surprised.
“You don’t usually get that kind of 
experience. You know, the Mad Hatter 
doesn’t usually sit down with you at 
restaurants, you don’t get the duchess 
peppering your soup and stuff.”
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Cold weather warms dates
Vancouver has much to offer during the winter for couples going out
By ALEXANDRA GRANT
T
hough it might be tempting to curl up 
inside with yet another holiday movie, 
add some fun to a winter date night with 
the holiday events the city has to offer.
From a delectable gingerbread lane to musi-
cally timed light shows, Vancouver is brim-
ming with holiday happenings. 
The Hyatt Regency Vancouver is featuring 
its 21st consecutive Gingerbread Lane in the 
hotel’s lobby. With coffee shops surrounding 
the holiday attraction, grabbing a hot choco-
late while navigating through the masterpiec-
es on display would be an easy and cost-effec-
tive winter date. 
Down the street from the Hyatt’s display is 
the B.C. Children’s Hospital Foundation’s spec-
tacular Festival of Trees, which is ringing in its 
silver anniversary this year. It features 46 dec-
orated trees that are sponsored by individuals 
and corporations in the city. The display cov-
ers Pacific Centre’s upper level and both the 
upper and lower lobbies of the Four Seasons 
Hotel. 
BCCHF philanthropy coordinator Ainsley 
Dowle said there are a number of interestingly 
decorated trees this year, including a cham-
pagne-shaped tree which was created by a lo-
cal wine group. 
Couples who want to truly get into the holi-
day spirit can also visit The Peak of Christmas, 
which runs from Dec. 3 to Dec. 24, at the top of 
Grouse Mountain.
With the purchase of general admission, at 
approximately  $40 per adult, couples are 
transported by gondola to a veritable winter 
wonderland. The peak features a Santa’s 
workshop, choirs, and a skating pond. On Sat-
urdays, famed ice skater Karen Magnussen 
will be on hand to give skating lessons.
“We have snowshoe tours which can be a lot 
of fun,” said Grouse Mountain’s public rela-
tions coordinator Sarah Lusk. “People can 
grab snowshoes and go off as a couple through 
the forest and then have dinner at one of our 
restaurants afterwards.”
The Van Dusen Botanical Gardens will be 
featuring the Festival of Lights again this year. 
The Festival of Lights features seven minute 
light shows every half hour, which are timed to 
a variety of Christmas music. This year, the 
garden and a new visitor centre has expanded 
the size of the display.
Winter vacation means getting to work
Eat, drink 
and be thin
 The holiday’s bring with 
them unhealthy food, but 
you can avoid extra inches
By MORNA CASSIDY
Whatever you celebrate, be it Christmas or Kwanza, the next few weeks will be filled with 
gluttony, but there are ways to avoid 
the bulge.
The Dieticians of Canada, in their an-
nual “How I can survive holiday eating” 
guide say planning ahead and pacing 
are the key.
UBC nutrition expert, Gwen Chap-
man said “people need to find a balance 
between enjoying the season and the 
foods, but not giving up and let every-
thing go,” but “it’s equally important 
not to obsess about food one way or the 
other.” Don’t be too rigid.
A disciplined holiday eater thinks 
ahead and decides before heading out 
for the night, how many glasses of wine 
they’ll have or how many mouth-water-
ing appetizers to allow.  
The manual recommends factoring 
healthy snacking into your day-to-day 
practices.  Whether you’re a host or a 
guest, stock your fridge with healthy 
snacks so your only option is to eat 
well. 
 When you’re hosting, use colour as 
your guide, the more colourful your 
spread the more healthy it is likely to 
be. Use fresh-cut vegetables and fruity 
desserts.
The Dieticians of Canada guide 
doesn’t recommend skipping meals. 
Eating at regular times will help your 
metabolism stay on track.  
And, when it comes to holiday cheer 
in the form of spiked eggnog, pacing is 
key. Alternate your libations with a 
glass of water.   And if you’re playing 
host make sure to have more than one 
non-alcoholic option for your guests.
Trainers at Steve Nash Fitness 
World came up with a tip sheet for 
keeping your health on track, but also 
recommend getting at least 30 minutes 
of moderate activity a day. The activity 
will help to burn those extra calories 
and keep you stress levels in control.     
Turn exercise into family fun, such as 
heading to your local rink for a family 
skate.
“I’m planning on avoiding chocolate 
and exercising,” said Melissa Pepito an 
accounting student at Langara College. 
By EMMA CRAWFORD
Ho-ho-hold on to your money – the expensive holiday season is here and it can be tough getting 
through December on a tight budget. 
Students may be feeling a little 
strapped for cash as they try to buy 
presents for family and friends, go to a 
ton of parties and still manage to pay 
the bills, but there are ways to earn ex-
tra money.
December is the busiest month for 
many restaurants and retail stores and 
a lot of them pick up extra short-term 
help. Not only can students make mon-
ey, but they can often get great dis-
counts, which can help with gift-buy-
ing.
A manager at Sephora at the Pacific 
Centre location in Vancouver said that 
all of their stores pick up temporary 
help in December, and not only do the 
staff get discounts, they also get lots of 
freebies. 
Angel McNeil from Manpower, a 
temp agency with locations all over 
North America, says they often place 
students who apply for temporary holi-
day work because a lot of companies 
hire extra help for administrative and 
warehouse positions.
“It’s their busiest time of year,” Mc-
Neil said.
Students who can bake, knit, sew or 
build birdhouses and spice racks 
should think about selling their wares 
at a farmers market or craft show.
Roberta LaQuaglia is the operations 
manager for Vancouver Farmers Mar-
kets. She said although it can be diffi-
cult to get a foot in the door of the larg-
er markets, students should definitely 
consider selling the fruits of their la-
bour at some of the local community 
craft shows or church bazaars. 
LaQuaglia recommended the Blim 
Monthly Community Market. She said 
it is perfect for young people or those 
just starting out in the market scene. 
Another option for students to pad 
their wallets is to sell things on eBay. 
Old CDs, books, clothes, games and 
knick-knacks can be sold.
Niqash Najimudeen, a first-year gen-
eral arts and sciences student, already 
has a job lined up. He has been working 
at A&W for the last two weeks and 
plans to continue working there after 
the holiday season is over. 
He plans to use the money for “living 
expenses.”
Langara student Martina Nova 
works as a server. She wants to work as 
much as she can over the holidays to 
make extra cash.
“People feel the giving season in-
cludes giving more in tips,” Nova said. 
ALEXANDRA GRANT and GROUSE MOUNTAIN submitted photos
The winter months have much to offer couples looking for a romantic date night. Grouse mountain offers attractions such as Santa’s work-
shop (top left) and an outdoor skating rink (bottom). Gingerbread Lane in the the Hyatt Regency lobby (right) is a holiday attraction.
Gifts for the 
upcoming 
holidays 
can be 
expensive, 
so students 
find ways 
to earn 
cash during
holidays
	 Eat air popped popcorn, sans butter of course.
	 Unsalted pretzels with a vegetable dip such as 
         hummus
	 Keep fresh fruits and veggies in the fridge.
	 Decreasing the amount of sugar in recipes by up to a 
third hardly affects the flavour.
Source : Gaston Gazette 
HEALTHY snacks
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We want to hear from you
Did we get a fact wrong?
Tell us.
Got a different point of view?
Write to us.
Problems with something we’ve said?
Let us know.
Journalism instructor 
Nicholas Read oversees 
The Voice. Email him at 
nread@langara.bc.ca
The Voice is 
published by Langara 
College’s journalism 
department.
Editorial opinions are 
those of the staff and 
are independent of 
views of the student 
government and 
administration.
We welcome letters 
to the editor. All 
letters must be 
signed. They may 
be edited for brevity. 
Names may be 
withheld in special 
cases, but your letter 
must include your 
name and phone 
number.
HOW TO REACH US
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604-323-5396
FAX
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E-MAIL
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Swipe Langara student ID card with mag-
netic stripe
Follow the on-screen prompts
Collect your monthly U-PASS BC card 
Find out you’re either a day too early or a 
day too late
Leave Langara and stand in the rain
Call your mom and complain
Realize you don’t have enough change in 
your pockets and beg the old woman sitting 
next to you for a dollar
Watch three full buses pass by
Crowd onto the bus and pay the regular 
adult fee of $2.50, even though as a student 
you pay for a discount pass
If you’re coming back to the city after winter 
break, add the airport’s $5 surcharge
1
2
3
4
5
6
HOW TO USE:
If you are denied your U-PASS BC, or require 
assistance with the machine:
-Sorry, campus is closed until Jan. 4
-Guess you’re stuck in Calgary
NEED HELP?
Obtaining your January U-Pass may be difficult if you’re 
planning on leaving the city before Dec. 19. 
Students staying in Vancouver only have four days to get their 
January pass before the campus closes on Dec. 23 for break.
7
8
9
10
By Brittany Lee
Peter Kent, the man supposedly in charge of environmental policy in Canada, has done 
nothing to quell the rumor that his 
government is abandoning the 
Kyoto Protocol.
His remark that the protocol is 
unfair and ineffective comes as 
world leaders open a conference in 
Durban, South Africa to discuss 
climate change. It does nothing to 
improve Canada’s international 
image around the environment. 
Environmental groups have 
already criticized Kent’s comments, 
dubbing Canada as the worst 
country at the conference before it 
even began.
Is Kent genuine 
when he claims 
he recognizes the 
urgency of this 
problem? Will 
Canada actually 
take a leading 
role in the 
creation of a new 
climate change 
agreement to 
replace Kyoto? 
It’s hard to 
imagine the government is serious 
about climate change, especially 
when Kent says rather than needing 
a binding convention, we actually 
need “action and a mandate to work 
on an eventual binding convention.”  
Comments like this paint a 
picture of a government that is 
putting off any duty to the environ-
ment for as long as it can before the 
rest of the world applies pressure. 
As Canadians, we are historically 
proud of our contributions in 
bettering the world. We led in the 
foundation of peacekeeping, we’re 
the birthplace of Greenpeace, and 
the home of Adbusters, the group 
which led the Occupy Wall Street 
movement. 
But now it feels as though our 
government would rather have 
Canada take a back seat and leave 
the role of leadership in climate 
change to someone else. No Cana-
dian should be pleased with this 
development.
There’s no question it’s the 
responsibility of the government to 
consider Canadian interests when 
coming to an agreement like this. 
Many have criticized Kyoto in this 
respect. But the fact of the matter is 
that all countries are going to have 
to give something up as they work 
together to solve the imminent 
threat of climate change. 
It’s easy to be a critic, but to be a 
leader takes something more than 
has been shown thus far. T
oyota Canada tells consumers 
that the gas mileage figures 
used in its advertising are 
provided by the government and are 
reliable.
But the Automobile Protection 
Association, a consumer advocacy 
group based in 
Toronto, is telling 
us a different 
story.
An APA report, 
published on 
Monday and 
co-investigated by 
the CBC, reveals 
that the figures 
supplied by 
government and 
used by carmak-
ers like Toyota are inaccurate, 
making the real cost of running your 
car much higher than you thought.
Few of us live a budget-less life; 
the amount and distance we can 
drive our car is determined by how 
much it costs to run it.
Fuel efficiency plays a huge role 
in this cost.
If the numbers on which we base 
our buying decisions aren’t correct, 
there are many among us who are 
going to be in for a big surprise, 
month-in and month-out.
In an interview with the CBC, the 
APA’s George Iny said “the Cana-
dian numbers are suspect numbers.” 
Representatives at Toyota 
Canada’s national customer service 
line tell callers that the gas mileage 
numbers are provided by the federal 
government’s Office of Energy 
Efficiency and are reliable.
The CBC/APA report says this is 
incorrect; vehicles are tested by the 
manufacturers themselves and the 
results are then submitted to the 
federal government. 
This undermines what citizens 
expect from the government.
We elect our government officials 
to regulate our suppliers and to 
assure consumers that information 
provided by businesses is accurate 
and reliable. 
Instead of setting a third-party 
standard that producers must follow 
and consumers can trust, the 
standard is being set by the produc-
ers themselves.
Consumers can’t be expected to 
trust rules that aren’t free of the 
interests of producers nor should 
consumers accept such a situation. 
It’s the government’s job to keep 
an eye on the industry and set clear 
rules which are transparent to 
producers and consumers alike.
Not vice versa.
Five dollars? That’s a lot of money for a broke student. Not even a grande caramel 
machiatto from Starbucks costs $5, 
or a California roll from Samurai 
Sushi on Cambie. 
But that’s the cost students 
without a U-Pass will have to pay in 
order to board a bus or SkyTrain 
after coming back to the city from 
winter break.
Langara students wanting to get 
their January U-Pass will only have 
four days to do so and those days 
don’t happen to coincide with the 
exam schedule.
Students who are still in the city 
between Dec. 19 and Dec. 22 will 
have no problems obtaining their 
U-Pass. But students who are 
planning to flee the city immediately 
after exams are out of luck.
U-Passes are usually available on 
the 17th of each month, or the next 
available business day.
Unfortunately, this month many 
out-of-town students will be majorly 
inconvenienced since dispensers 
won’t hold January passes until 
after exams are over. 
All full-time 
students pay $30 a 
month for their 
discounted 
student pass. It’s 
not fair that 
students will have 
to pay extra to get 
around if they 
simply forget to 
pick up their 
January pass or 
are not around 
when the pass is 
available.
Students boarding a ferry to get 
back to Vancouver will have to pay 
$5 to get on a bus at Tsawwassen.
From the airport, students will 
have to pay $7.50.
If TransLink and Langara College 
want to encourage students to use 
transit, making the U-Pass available 
to students at an earlier date would 
be greatly appreciated. 
Last year, before the new U-Pass 
system was introduced, Langara 
made life a little easier for students 
by directly mailing out passes to 
them. Not only is this more conve-
nient for out-of-town students but it 
seems to make a lot more sense. 
Instead of having possible line-ups 
of disgruntled students waiting to 
swipe their student ID in order to 
receive their pass for next month, 
sending students their passes would 
save everybody time and effort.
The last thing students want to do 
after spending numerous late nights 
preparing for exams and touching 
up final projects, is drag themselves 
back to school when they could be in 
bed. At least, that’s true for me. 
After all my final assignments are 
handed in, my last exam written and 
I’ve celebrated with my classmates, 
I know I won’t be sticking around 
until Dec. 19 just to get my U-Pass 
for January. Guess I’ll be begging 
my grandma for a few extra dollars. 
Paying extra for transit 
unfair to student budget
Car companies tricking buyers
Canada fails 
to take lead 
in climate 
change plan
OPINION
Brittany Lee
OPINION
Matt Hyndman
OPINION
Patrick Johnston
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Hospital parking 
fees here to stay
Vancouver Coastal Health representative says 
the revenue from fees is too important to lose
At-large 
voting 
system 
to stay
Voting arrangement needs 
improvements not the old 
ward system, say new 
council members 
City gambles 
happiness of 
residents 
Council is set to approve 
the new location of Edge-
water Casino that would 
place it closer to BC Place
JANN ARDEN CHARMS FANS AT ROBSON BOOK LAUNCH
JENNIFER FONG photo
Singer/songwriter Jann Arden poses with a fan at a book signing Monday at the Chapters on 
Robson.  Arden was there to promote her biography Falling Backwards and her newest album 
Uncover Me 2.  Arden was also in town to sing the national anthem at the Grey Cup on Sunday.
UBC hospital
Parkade behind the 
hospital: $1.25 each half 
hour, Monday to Friday or, 
$3.00 flat rate on 
weekends and weekdays 
after 5 p.m.
Children’s 
hospital
Hourly/daily rates: $3.75 
per hour or $15 per day
One-week pass $55 and 
one-month pass $90
ViCtoria General 
Visitor parking $2.50 for 
every two hours
sources: UBC hospital website, 
Children’s hospital website, and 
Victoria General hospital’s 
website
PARKING
hospital 
rates
GEOFF MEGGS
Vancouver city 
councillor
By alanna hardinGe-rooneY
Vancouver city council is poised to approve Edgewater Casino’s pro-posed relocation closer to B.C. 
Place, but residents say they need to 
see the plans first.
Lindsay Brown, the co-founder of 
the Vancouver Not Vegas Coalition, 
said that in approving Paragon Gam-
ing Inc.’s request for relocation, coun-
cil is violating B.C. gaming laws that 
require full public consultation.
“This is carte blanche,” said Brown. 
“Where’s the plans? Where’s the trans-
parency?”
Brown has filed a petition with the 
B.C. Supreme Court asking them to 
overturn council’s initial approval of 
the relocation in April. She has also 
asked council to suspend its final ap-
proval until the court makes its ruling.
According to Brown, the only appli-
cation the public has seen is for “a mas-
sively expanded casino.”
“There was no question of relocation 
without expansion …  it was an all or 
nothing deal,” said Brown of the pro-
posal.
But Councillor Geoff Meggs denied 
that the there is any possibility for ex-
pansion under the current application.
“We passed a very firm motion and 
the mayor, as one of his first acts of the 
election campaign, underlined his de-
termination to oppose any expansion,” 
said Meggs. 
“Any change in 
the make-up … has 
to come back to 
council for approv-
al.”
Citing examples 
of similar cases 
across North 
America, Brown 
said she worries 
that if the applica-
tion for relocation 
is approved, Para-
gon will continue to push for expan-
sion.
“They never stop advocating for ex-
pansion … they say they can’t pay for 
the development without it, they say 
the city has to do it to ensure jobs, et-
cetera, etcetera.”
Brown said she is concerned that the 
plans for the relocation proposal will 
be a near carbon copy of the plans for 
the expansion proposal, which would 
have made Vancouver home to the 
largest casino in western Canada.
“I think of it a death star. It’s a huge 
black box, very pedestrian unfriendly. 
It really runs counter to what everyone 
says they want for that neighbour-
hood,” she said. 
According to Meggs, tomorrow’s 
council decision will not provide any 
answers for what the relocation means 
development-wise.
 “They are going to get an enact-
ment of the bylaw which allows the ca-
sino to move and it allows the streets to 
be realigned … but what we we don’t 
yet know is precisely what the shape of 
the casino will be when it gets over 
there.”
Meggs confirmed that he would be 
voting in favour of the relocation, in 
solidarity with his party, Vision Van-
couver.
Brown said she wants Vision to fol-
low through on its campaign promises 
of good consultation and transparency.
“The public doesn’t know what this 
plan is going to look like, and has not 
been consulted on the relocation, only 
expansion,” she said. “We just never 
thought it would come to this.”
By Martin WissMath
Newly elected Vancouver city councillors say the city’s elector-al system could be improved, but 
not by a return to the old ward system.
“We’ve had a few referendums over 
the years and voters have spoken loud 
and clear that they don’t want wards,” 
said the NPA’s newly-elected city coun-
cillor George Affleck. 
Vancouver originally had wards, dis-
trict divisions in the city with council-
ors acting as regional representatives, 
up until 1935. 
Back then, a referendum returned a 
majority of 67.9 per cent of city resi-
dents in favour of establishing a system 
of electing councillors at-large, which 
was implemented for the first time in 
the 1936 civic election.
Recent referendums in Vancouver in 
1996 and 2004 found that 59 per cent 
and 54 per cent of voters, respectively, 
were against a return to wards.
Affleck said he’s not particularly 
concerned with the 
current at-large 
system. 
But he thinks 
that a fairer repre-
sentation of voters 
could be accom-
plished with a 
mixed system, 
with some council-
ors elected at-
large and others in 
wards.
“I’ve been pub-
lic in my opinion of 
creating some sort of mixture,” said 
Affleck. 
“Five [councilors elected in] wards 
and five at-large, or ten in wards and 
ten at-large.” 
“I do sense that there are some peo-
ple in communities who feel they’re 
not being represented properly,” he 
said.
 Green party councilor Adriane Carr 
agrees.
“My feeling is a ward system is not 
the way to go,” said Carr. 
“It just duplicates the first-past-the-
post system,” she said. 
“It perpetuates a very archaic style 
of electing politicians non-proportion-
ally.”
Carr said she would prefer a “mixed-
member” system, “like in Europe and 
New Zealand.”
The debate on whether to return to a 
wards system has been ongoing for the 
past four decades. 
Several votes in the city have taken 
place with swaying public opinion. 
A 1973 referendum found 58.8 per 
cent of Vancouverites in favour of 
keeping the at-large system. 
By 1978, public opinion changed, as 
51.5 per cent voted in favour of wards. 
That number increased to 57 per cent 
by 1982. 
An amendment to the City Charter 
passed in 1987 stipulated that a return 
to wards would require a 60 per cent 
majority of voters in favour.
A 1988 referendum found 56 per cent 
of voters in favour of re-establishing a 
ward system, not enough to appease 
the Charter requirements.
GEOrGE aFFlEck
Newly elected  
city councillor
By Martin WissMath
H
ospital parking fees are here to 
stay, says the manager of park-
ing administration for Vancou-
ver Coastal Health Authority.
Deming Smith, manager of parking 
for the Vancouver Coastal Health Au-
thority, said getting rid of parking fees 
at hospitals in the city isn’t likely to 
happen anytime soon. The VCHA over-
sees administration for hospitals in 
Vancouver.
“Parking revenues have been some-
thing that the health authorities and 
individual hospitals have relied on for 
years,” Smith said. 
“They’re a source of revenue for 
flowing funds back into hospitals. Ev-
erything that is collected for parking 
goes back into patient care.”
Canada’s top medical magazine, the 
Canadian Medical Association Journal, 
published an editorial on Monday call-
ing for an end to hospital parking fees. 
Interim editor-in-chief Dr. Rajendra 
Kale wrote “parking fees are a barrier 
to health care and add avoidable stress 
to patients.”
Smith said parking fees can be diffi-
cult for patients from out of town who 
have to take time off work to drive into 
the city.
“We do have some kind of conces-
sionary rates for people with these 
types of needs,” Smith said. “We find 
there are occasionally people who for 
lack of financial means find this to be 
an impairment to treatment.” 
“Sometimes we work with social 
work departments to get some kind of 
a better deal,” Smith said.
Smith said he doesn’t see how the 
revenue from parking could be re-
couped any other way. Additional taxes 
and user fees on those who use hospital 
parking is probably fairer than a tax on 
the public, he added.
“It seems to contradict portions of 
the Canada Health Act at least in spir-
it,” he said. “But I just don’t see too 
many clear alternatives.”
Steve Johnson is an outpatient at 
Vancouver General Hospital. He said 
parking fees are nothing new and are 
expected by the majority of people.  But 
they should be scrapped for emergency 
patients.
“I think if you’re coming in as an 
emergency patient, it’s absolutely a 
problem,” said Johnson.
Johnson noted that Richmond Hospi-
tal has a parking meter in the emer-
gency waiting room but doesn’t think 
that’s the solution.
“It’s an added stress, people have 
enough to deal with,” he said.
As for scrapping parking fees alto-
gether, Johnson said that is unrealistic.
“In a large urban centre, you have to 
charge for parking,” he said. “Parking 
spaces are at a premium.” 
Johnson added it would be difficult 
to differentiate patients from the gen-
eral public who could start using spac-
es if they were free.
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Some players take issue with team’s decision to hold victory celebration in BC Place  
By Ruman Kang
T
rust Vancouver, notoriously 
known as no fun city, to rain on 
the B.C Lions Parade.  
Despite having won the Grey 
Cup in their backyard there will be no 
celebration for the victorious B.C. Li-
ons in the city’s streets.  
“It sucks, but it is what it is.” running 
back Andrew Harris said in the team 
dressing room Monday. “But I look for-
ward to seeing the fans and signing au-
tographs at the event at BC place.”
The only celebration the team is 
holding is a free indoor party for fans at 
6:00 p.m., Wednesday at B.C. place sta-
dium.  
The original plan was to have the in-
door party at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, but 
the schedule was changed to meet the 
needs of working Vancouverites.
Champions having huge parades 
with ticker tape falling from the build-
ings is long standing tradition of pro-
fessional sports in many great sporting 
cities across North America.  
The Lions have decided to go a much 
safer route, team president Dennis 
Skulsky said Monday night that the 
team already had its Grey Cup parade 
over the weekend and that another was 
not required.
“ I don’t’ think it’s great but they said 
we might not do it because it’s sup-
posed to be raining so we are going to 
do it at B.C. place,” linebacker Jovan 
Olafioye said. “It’s disappointing but I 
don’t think that anybody wants to be 
out in the rain.”
However, Executive Director of the 
Downtown Vancouver Business Asso-
ciation Charles Gauthier said it’s bene-
ficial for the team and the city to hold 
the celebration indoors. 
“I think there are some advantages 
to doing it indoors, versus doing it on 
the street on such as the short time 
frame,” he said.
 “The city would have wanted to 
charge for that, so I’m not going to fault 
the Lions for doing it indoors.” 
The Montreal threw an impressive 
parade after its Alouettes won the 98th 
Grey Cup last year, but head coach 
Wally Buono believes Vancouver isn’t 
that “kind of city.”
However, parades in Vancouver 
draw spectators in the hundreds of 
thousands. 
The last few years the Vancouver 
Pride Parade & Festival averaged 
500,000 spectators while Vancouver’s 
annual Rogers Santa Clause parade 
300,000. 
Quarterback Travis Lulay, who play 
in 2011 garnered the award of CFL’s 
Most Outstanding Player, is indifferent 
to having an outdoor party. 
  “We are having a get together at BC 
place, it’s pretty much the same to me 
and I am feeling good about it.”
Langara blows out Bible College 
By Jen St. DeniS
The Langara Falcons men’s and women’s basketball teams both kicked off their regular season 
with a win Saturday night. However, 
both coaches believe their team has a 
long way to go.
In the Falcons home opener approxi-
mately 200 raucous fans filled the 
stands, waiving black towels embla-
zoned with the Falcons’ new orange 
logo. The women’s and men’s team fed 
off the home crowd and came away 
with 84-49 and 80-56 wins respectively 
over the Columbia Bible College 
Bearcats.
“It was our first home game of the 
year after five straight on the road,” 
women’s coach Mike Evens said. “It 
was important for us to have a good be-
ginning of the game – which I didn’t re-
ally think we did.”
Evans added that the team got going 
halfway through the first quarter, but 
fouls hampered momentum.
“We had to sit our top scorers quite 
a bit because of fouls,” Evans said. 
“Carling [Muir] and Rhea [Silvestri] 
were both in foul trouble.”
The team is young compared to the 
rest of the league Evans said, but hopes 
to see them build gradually through-
out the year.
In the men’s game, Columbia stayed 
within a few baskets of Langara 
throughout the first quarter. However, 
by the second the team established 
their dominance and cruised to victory.
Still, coach Jake McCallum wasn’t 
satisfied.
“I thought we were average at best 
and we need to be a lot better,” he said.
“We didn’t execute what we were 
supposed to very well, people were in 
the wrong places. We weren’t making 
the right reads and we let them get too 
many offensive rebounds.”
McCallum is hoping the team dis-
plays better teamwork and gets better 
every game.
Next up for the Falcons, another 
game on their home turf. Both squads 
face Kwantlen Polytechnic University. 
The men’s team faced Kwantlen earlier 
this year, beating them 111-78 in a 
scrimmage on Oct. 7.
Clockwise 
from top: 
The Langara 
women’s brings 
up the ball in 
their home 
opener against 
Columbia 
Bible College 
Saturday night. 
Coach Mike 
Evans rallys 
his troops . The 
men’s team use 
stiffling to hold 
Columbia to 
under 60 points 
on Satuday. 
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NBA is 
back after 
lockout 
By Shawn gill
The NBA’s lockout finally came to an end Saturday night, with games scheduled to kick off on Dec. 25. 
However, the question remains if hock-
ey-crazed Vancouverites will come 
back to the hardwood when play re-
sumes.
While many NBA fans have become 
disillusioned with the pros after its sec-
ond lockout in approximately 12 years, 
some who are anxious to see its super-
stars make a return.
“I’m waking up Christmas morning 
to watch the games, even before I open 
my presents,” said Langara Falcons 
shooting-guard Glenn Ruby.
“I’m just so happy,” added Langara 
criminal justice student Ivan Yaco. “I’m 
going to be in front of the TV all day.” 
Langara Falcons men’s coach Jake 
McCallum was indifferent about the 
NBA salvaging its 2011-12 season.
“I haven’t missed it,” he said.
The NBA reached a tentative agree-
ment after being locked out for 149 
days, deciding to play 66 games on the 
season instead of the standard 82. 
Players haven’t been in contact with 
teams or its owners unless it was at the 
bargaining table. 
Some athletes even ventured to Eu-
rope in order to secure a paycheck. 
According to NBPA director Billy 
Hunter the agreement should be made 
official in 3-7 days, at which point there 
will be a flood of information about 
player movement and their return to 
practice.
McCallum is skeptical that the NBA’s 
high-paid athletes could get into game 
shape in less than a month. 
He said fans should be prepared for 
some ragged play as players work their 
way back into game shape. 
The NBA’s last lockout in the 1998-99 
season had a negative effect on fan in-
terest in the Pacific Northwest, contrib-
uting to the move of the Vancouver 
Grizzlies and the Seattle Supersonics, 
who were relocated to Oklahoma in 
2008. 
McCallum doesn’t expect most fans 
in Vancouver to be enthused either but 
believes a small community of local 
fans will continue to follow the league. 
For basketball fans that’s 
the best Christmas pres-
ent they could get — other 
sports fans could care less
Lions want their pride in a parade
Falcon men and women cruise to victory Saturday, but coaches disappointed by ‘average’ performance
the B.C. lionS
are the first team in CFL 
history to win the Grey 
Cup after starting the 
season 0-5
the B.C. lionS
also won the Grey Cup in 
front of their home crowd 
in 1994. The same year 
the Canucks’ quest for 
the Stanley Cup caused a 
riot.
LIONS’
cup history
“We didn’t 
execute …
very well, 
people 
were in 
the wrong 
places
JaKe mcCallum
men’s coach
